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College
Going  to college provides the opportunity to earn various kinds of degrees. In the job market today, 
having  a college degree is like it was years ago when people earned their high school diploma. With a 
college degree, you will have a better chance of getting a job and keeping it. 

Here are some advantages of getting a college degree:

1. More opportunities — A college degree opens up a variety of career opportunities throughout 
life.

2. Time to decide future career — If you are not sure what job you want to pursue, college 
classes will help you narrow down your options and help you decide on a path to pursue.

3. Better competition — A college degree will make you more competitive in the job market. 
Many desirable places to live have a highly competitive work field because many people want 
to live there. Therefore, businesses will hire the best of the best, which is often seen as those 
who are successful academically. 

4. Resumé help — A college degree looks good on your resumé. A resumé is a document that 
contains a summary of an individual’s education, achievements and previous job experience 
while seeking  specific employment opportunities. A college degree is often the first thing 
employers look for as they sort through large piles of resumés. 

5. Many options available — The college path is wide, meaning  there are many options when it 
comes to choosing  a college. The options include a junior college, a state college, a private 
college or obtaining  an online degree. This provides several choices for people of different 
academic and economic backgrounds. There is an opportunity for almost any student with a 
high school diploma to go to college. 

6. Motivates work in school now — If you are able to set career-related educational goals early, it 
is easier for you to achieve your goals by trying  to maintain a good grade point average (GPA). 
If you end up with a low GPA, you may not have as good a chance to get into the college or 
university of your choice straight out of high school. However, that doesn't mean it's not 
possible. You can attend a junior college regardless of your GPA and work toward transferring 
to your ideal school or university. Attending  a junior college could also help you decide what 
college or university you would like to attend.

Although there may be obstacles, there is usually nothing stopping  you from attending  college. Even if 
you make really big  mistakes in high school, or believe college is unaffordable, it can still be a realistic 
opportunity. The junior college route often helps students afford to go to college. Even if you start out 
with a few classes, the path to finishing  college may be a longer path, but it’s better than not going  to 
college at all.
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Trade
Learning a trade can be a positive path to pursue after graduating from high school. A trade is a skilled 
job, typically one requiring manual skills and special training. Working a trade can happen either through 
gaining an apprenticeship or attending community college, a trade school or a vocational school. An 
apprenticeship is a training program under the supervision of a journey-level craftsperson or a trade 
professional. Apprenticeships are preferable because people often are paid through the training process. 
Through becoming an apprentice or attending these schools, you can learn the specific skill of your 
choice. 

It is important to intentionally think through which vocation would sustain your financial needs and wants, 
and then follow the appropriate training options for that vocation. There are many trades you can learn 
that will help obtain a good-paying job. The pay scale will depend on your specific trade and the area 
where you work. Depending on the career path you choose, your apprenticeship training usually takes 
from three to five years of on-the-job training and classroom instruction.

Here are some advantages of working a trade:
1. Less time than obtaining  a college degree — Working  a trade can possibly set you up with a high-

paying  job in a shorter amount of time than a college degree may take. Some people who know a 
trade are able to make a lot of money. This is because people always need a mechanic, plumber, 
painter, etc. These are specific skills that the average person does not possess. Therefore, people 
will pay good money for these kinds of services.

2. Sometimes paid while learning — An apprentice can often get paid while learning.

Here are some obstacles you may face:
1. Limited opportunities — Having  a trade without a college degree will limit you to that one trade. 

If you start as a mechanic at the age of 22, and then at the age of 32 you no longer want to be a 
mechanic, it will be very difficult to change careers. However, if you have a college degree, more 
opportunities are available.

2. Difficult first few years — When entering  a trade, you will spend the first few years doing  menial, 
laborious tasks while learning and making your way through an apprenticeship.

3. Much competition — There is often competition among other skilled workers, so you frequently 
need to be “the best” in the city in that specific trade. You will also need to be the best at 
advertising your services.

If you are interested in pursuing trade school, remember... 
1. You are always better off going  through an “official” apprenticeship (i.e., a union apprenticeship) 

than an informal one. A common apprenticeship occurs through a labor union. If you are 
interested in obtaining  an apprenticeship, go to your local union hall and ask about the process of 
becoming an apprentice for your trade of choice.

2. A good resource to take advantage of is a career center at a local junior college. It will help you 
see a variety of career options and give you the steps to follow your path of choice.

3. There are many classes that can be taken at a junior college for a low cost instead of going  to a for-
profit trade school. Many people go to these schools and leave with debt. 

4. Construction trades are subject to economic factors. When the economy slows, jobs can be scarce, 
so good money management is extremely important.
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Entrepreneurship

Entrepreneurship is another path that can be a positive option. In general, an entrepreneur is anyone who 
creates a new product to sell and starts his or her own business. Entrepreneurship requires a lot of work, 
but can also have a lot of rewards. 

Here are some advantages to starting your own business:
1. Passion drives you — What you do for your job is often something  you love and about which you 

are passionate. 
2. Shot-callers — You will be your own boss and, therefore, you can decide what hours you work.
3. Money-makers — In the long  run, you may be able to make a lot of money, depending  on the 

success of your company.

Here are some obstacles you may face:
1. Hard work — Despite the great possible outcomes of entrepreneurship, you must work very hard 

and long  hours when you first open your business. It usually takes a couple of years before you 
even make a profit. Therefore being an entrepreneur requires great vision and motivation. 

2. Great financial cost in the beginning  — There is often a great financial cost when you start your 
own business. You would need start-up capital and some kind of business sense and expertise to 
be successful in entrepreneurship. Start-up capital often comes from someone who likes the idea 
you have for starting  a business and thinks the business might make some profit. The person will 
contribute a sum of money, with the hope that he/she will have some part in the future financial 
return.

3. Greater risk — In general, the financial risk is greater with starting a new business. You never 
know how the business will do financially until you start it, usually because you are creating  a 
new idea or product. Because of the great financial risk, many small businesses fail.

If you plan to open your own business, you don’t always need a college degree, but you definitely will 
need to have a strong business ethic and an entrepreneurial mindset. 

Business ethic means it is important to know how businesses work, either through experience or extensive 
research. You will most likely be thinking about business all the time, taking responsibility for the success 
and failures that come. It also is important to be aware of and interested in all elements of your business in 
order to drive the vision for what is to come in the future. Entrepreneurs are usually on the cutting edge of 
the new products that benefit our society. 

Having an entrepreneurial mindset means you are extremely motivated and will do whatever it takes to 
help the business succeed. It also means you have a mindset that takes initiative to make things happen, 
and you are able to persevere through many obstacles. The best way to become a successful entrepreneur 
is to go to college and get a degree that will help you run your business. This also provides a backup plan 
if the business fails.
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Immediate Work
Some of you may consider going straight into the work force as soon as you graduate from high school. 
Although this is not highly recommended because of the potential obstacles you may face, it may be the 
right path to take due to the circumstances in which you find yourself. Consider your reasons for choosing  
this path. If you choose this path only because you don’t want to be in school, consider how this decision 
can impact your future by looking at the obstacles listed below. Most of these jobs start out as minimum 
wage or hourly jobs. They may or may not include benefits such as health care, vacation days, etc.

Here are some advantages of going into immediate work after high school:
1. Immediate money — You can make money immediately, which can help provide for more 

immediate financial needs, depending on your current circumstances. 
2. College is a more sustainable option — College may be a more sustainable option later on once 

you have taken a few years in the workforce to earn and save money. This may help guarantee 
your graduation from college if you have the financial backing to pay for your classes.

3. Develop skills — It can help develop your skills for future jobs. Choose a job  that will strategically 
develop your skills for future jobs.

Here are some obstacles you may face:
1. Less money — You may not make as much money in the long run.
2. Limited opportunities — You may be more limited in your future opportunities by not having  a 

college degree or a marketable skill.
3. Emergencies happen — If and when emergencies happen, it is much harder to have a backup plan 

to help support you financially during that emergency.

Success in this path requires having  the right attitude. An entrepreneurial mindset will help  you to have 
success in whatever job you have. Through hard work and initiative, many people are able to move to 
better positions within their company and make a decent living. Pay attention to the way hard work is 
rewarded within the company and watch what is required of people who are in positions of leadership. As 
you take leadership in whatever position you hold -- regardless of how menial the job may seem -- you 
will most likely be rewarded. Employers and managers take notice of good character and high standards. 
There is still a risk of losing your job when times are tight financially. 

Even if you desire to take this route for practical reasons, think about taking  classes at a local college part-
time while working full-time, just to keep college in your mind as an option for the future.  

© 2010 Northern California Urban Development.  All rights reserved.


